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GRENDEL’S EMPATHY
introduction
 Beowulf is a film about a powerful fighter named Beowulf (Ray Winstone) who arrives at King Hrothgar's (Anthony Hopkins) court in the age of heroes and offers to rid the kingdom of a vicious demon known as Grendel. He kills the beast but does so at the expense of Grendel's mother (Angelina Jolie), a creature as ruthless and vengeful as she is seductive. The author of this film shows Grendel as empathetic because; Grendel never forgot his father's death at the hands of the Danes since he was a child. He has a vengeful hatred for the Danes and wishes to exact vengeance on them. This killing leaves the audience sympathetic since Grendel lost his father when he was a child and grieved for a long time. (Woltman 2020)
 Empathy for Grendel
 The film shows make the readers sympathize with Grendel by showing how many people denied him the loyalty he deserved. Grendel would sneak into Heorot late at night and slaughter as many men as he could. The poem's murder scenes utilize dramatic images to demonstrate how heartless the strong devil was. Grendel is characterized as "malignant by design, never showing regret" in the book (Auld 2011). This demonstrates that Grendel is unconcerned with the lives he is claiming. Also, the fact that he is not paying the death toll to compensate for the losses demonstrates his heartlessness and explains why he is seen as a monster.
Though Grendel is portrayed as a terrifying beast, one may sympathize with him. He's an outcast who's been cast out of human culture. Every day, he would feel all of the sound emanating from the hall. It was possibly frustrating for him to hear people live such a happy existence at Heorot after living among other exiled creatures for too long. Grendel is said to be fighting "his lonely struggle" (Dunk 2016). This further emphasizes how alone he feels because that was the only option he had.
Grendel is portrayed as a sympathetic character in Gunnarsson's Icelandic film adaptation of Beowulf. Grendel never forgot his father's death at the hands of the Danes when he was a child. He has a vengeful hatred for the Danes and wishes to exact vengeance on them. This leaves the audience sympathetic since Grendel lost his father when he was a child and grieved for years. It is natural to desire to exact vengeance on those who have wronged you; this makes Grendel seem less like a beast. (Gil 2011)
 The film shows how Grendel also finds himself approaching her sister and kneeling at her foot. “I saw myself jumping from my high tree and sprinting through the crowd on all fours to her, howling, whimpering, dropping myself to the ground, slobbering and groveling at her bare, fur-booted feet. “Mercy!” exclaims the narrator. Grendel seems to have some remorse in him, as he recognizes that Hygmod's decision to give his sister to Hrothgar seems to be false. The reader is continually questioning Grendel's behavior in the story; at times, he seems to be the horrible beast, maiming and killing innocents for no obvious purpose, but at other times, he realizes he must do the right thing and not be that awful monster. For example, when he runs into the Mead-Hall and pursues the Queen, Wealhtheow, the same woman he saw throwing herself at her foot. "I made the decision to murder her." I made a strong commitment to
Conclusion
 In conclusion, it is evident that this film makes readers sympathize with Beowulf in more than one instance. It shows how Grendel was abandoned by many of the men who owed him their allegiances, and they should have treated him with the love and bravery that he had given them for so long. Since the viewer will see both the good and bad sides of Grendel, he remains a famous monster today. Since he slaughtered the Danes for years, he was a frightening beast to them. Since weapons couldn't harm him, he seemed to be very powerful and unstoppable. At the exact moment, we pity him since he was exiled and left alone.  We can empathize with Grendel's sadness over his father's death. We like characters like Grendel since only Beowulf could defeat him. Beowulf's heroism is enhanced by the fact that he could rescue Heorot from losing further men to Grendel.
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